Cheriton Parish Council

Minutes of the Meeting held on

Tuesday 6th June 2017

Commencing at 7.30pm in the Committee Room, Cheriton Parish Hall

Present

Parish Councillor Joe Corbett (in the Chair)

Parish Councillors: Joanna Cheyney, Roy Worth, Lorraine Line, Andrew Collett, Barry Frampton, Dane Batt.

In Attendance

Locum Clerk: Liz Manship

County Councillor: Rob Humby (left after item: 1.233c)
1 member of the public present

1.225
Apologies for Absence



District Councillor Amber Thacker



District Councillor Laurence Ruffell

1.226
Election of Chair 

Councillor Corbett proposed Councillor Collett be elected as Chair for 2017/18; Councillor Line seconded the resolution.  The Council (Councillor Collett abstaining) Resolved unanimously to appoint Councillor Andrew Collett at Chair for 2017/18.  Councillor Collett agreed to sign the Declaration of Acceptance of Office. 
Councillor Collett thanked Councillor Corbett, who is also standing down from the Council as a Parish Councillor,  for his many years of hard work as Chairman.  The Council unanimously agreed. Councillor Corbett acknowledged the Council’s thanks and in turn thanked councillors for all their hard work and support.  
1.227
Appointment of Locum Clerk and RFO

Councillor Collett reported that the Clerk and RFO had resigned and left the council. 


Proposed: Councillor Corbett; Seconded: Councillor Frampton

Resolved: That Liz Manship be appointed as Locum Clerk (Meeting).
Proposed: Councillor Line; Seconded: Councillor Cheyney

Resolved: That Viv Brooks be appointed as Locum Clerk (Proper Officer) and Locum RFO.
Liz Manship, in attendance, clerked the meeting.  The agenda was prepared and published by Viv Brooks.
1.228
Councillor Elections



Councillor Collett advised that Councillor Elections will held in 2018. 
	Action: Elections
	By: 

	· To forward information to the Council regarding the election process and The General Power of Competence
	Locum Clerk 


1.229
Public Questions and Comments

There was one member of the public present, Mr Nicholas Scallan, who confirmed an interest in becoming a Parish Councillor, in attendance to observe.   
	Action: Co-option
	By: 

	· To provide Mr Scallan and the Council with the co-option paperwork, the vacancy having already been advertised. 
	Locum Clerk 


1.230
Planning Applications




Councillor Frampton declared a personal interest, living next to the property. 
	SDNP/17/02787/LDP
	17 Markall Close, Cheriton, Alresford.  SO24 0QF

	Proposal:
	Insertion of window in the rear elevation

	Closing date (CPC):
	30th June 2017






The Council made no comment. 
	SDNP/17/02394/PRE
	Meadow View, Alresford Road, Cheriton

	Proposal:
	Proposed rear extension and room in roof. 

	Closing date (CPC):
	30th May 2017


With no papers available on the SDNP website to view, the Council made no comment. 
1.231 County and District Councillor Reports and Questions
a. Councillor Collett welcomed Councillor Humby to the meeting, this being his first    meeting following the new division boundaries.  


Councillor Humby confirmed he had not made a formal report, but would be pleased to share a little about himself. Councillor Humby reported that: 
· He serves 14 Parish Councils.  
· He has been a City Councillor for nearly 11 years, as which he has held many roles from Leader to Cabinet Member.  He is currently Deputy Leader and Portfolio Holder for Economic Development and City Partnerships.  This is mainly rural. He sits on the “Bid Board”.
· He was elected as a County Councillor 4 years ago and for the past 18 months, recently reappointed, he has been Executive Member for Highways and the Environment, managing a budget of £100million. He holds responsibility for 5,000 miles of highways and all potholes come within his remit.  He reminded the Council of the hard decisions HCC face in regard to repairing the roads, versus Adult and Children’s Services. Flood management team for Cheriton flooding, also comes under his domain. 
· He is currently putting a video to explain the work of the 13 sections within his department, which he would be pleased to present to a group of councils later in the year.  
· There are further budget cuts to come.  He has to lose £19.5 million over the next two years from his county council budget. 
· His contact details are as follows: 

· Tel: 01962-777613
· E-mail: rob.humby@hants.gov.uk 
Councillor Collett invited questions from Councillors. 
· Councillor Line asked how to challenge the all junction movement decision in Alresford, associated with the Sunhill Development.  The Council believes this decision to be an error as it will make Cheriton a rat-run. The Council needs to understand why this decision was taken and asks that it is re-examined; and if the decision still stands, how to challenge. 
Councillor Humby confirmed that he appreciates the impact of new developments on villages and confirmed in the first instance he needs to know the stage the development has reached, to understand whether it is a highways or a planning issue.  He confirmed that he represents the South East on the Sub-National Transport Body, which looks at new railways and major road junctions and is able to liaise with Sadie Morgan, National Infrastructure Commissioner, who advises government spending.   That he has requested maps so that the new developments can be laid over the major road networks and potential road network capacity issues identified.  He stressed the importance of working top down in order to free capacity. In respect to the Council’s concern, it is key to ascertain whether due process has been followed.  
	Action: Road Capacity Issues related to New Development
	By: 

	· To e-mail Councillor Humby the key issues. 
	Cllr Line 


b. Councillor Line summarized Councillor Thacker’s report.  Councillor Thacker   confirms that the Cheriton Parish Council is unlikely to require planning permission to replace their existing play area with new equipment.  Her report is attached to the minutes. 
1.232 Approval of Minutes and Actions Arising 
Councillors noted their acceptance of the Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held 2nd May 2017.  The Council Resolved, unanimously, that they were a true record. 
Actions: 
a. 1.210 Councillor Line has made contact with the SDNP Link Officer, who is coming back to her regarding her enquiry.  

b. 1.213 Councillor Line will e-mail Councillor Humby, as noted in 1.230a. 
c. Councillor Collett noted concern received from residents regarding the length of time taken to publish the minutes. 

	Action: Publishing Agenda and Minutes
	By: 

	· Agenda to be placed on the 3 noticeboards 3 clear working days preceding the meeting, at the latest Wednesday, the Tuesday being good practice. 

· Whenever possible, the approved minutes to be attached to the 3 noticeboards, immediately following the monthly meeting

· The Chairman to forward the minutes to the Cheriton Facebook site and the Parish Website.

· The Clerk to write a 1-page A5 summary for “Church and Village”. 
	Councillors Cheyney, Line and Collett
Locum Clerk


1.233
Clerk E-mail Address
Councillor Collett has set up the following e-mail address for the Clerk’s use for correspondence. Cheritonparishclerk@gmail.com 
	Action: Clerk’s E-mail Address
	By: 

	· To change the password for security and share with one other for back-up purposes only.
	Locum Clerk 


1.234 Reports from Council 

a. Parish Plan
 Report attached to these Minutes. 

 Meeting to be held 12th June to review those actions that have been drafted.   
b. Affordable Housing

Report attached to these Minutes

Regarding the identification of rural exception sites, small sites used for affordable housing in perpetuity, where sites would not normally be used for housing to meet the needs of the community, Councillor Line proposed Councillors walk the parish and submit views on each of the sites suggested by HARAH.  Seconded by Councillor Collett, this was Resolved, unanimously, providing councillors interests, declared by Councillors Worth, Line and Cheyney, are documented in the report.  
	Action: Rural Exception Sites
	By: 

	· To present a report and proposals at the July 2017 meeting on the likely suitability of the sites suggested by HARAH.   Interests to be noted within the report. 
	Councillor Line to co-ordinate, to include volunteers -   

Councillor Batt and Frampton. 


c. Section 106
Report attached to these Minutes. 

Proposed: Councillor Corbett; Seconded: Councillor Cheyney
Resolved: The Parish Council agreed, unanimously, to WCC’s preparation of a new 106 agreement and for Councillor Line to confirm this, on behalf of the Council, with WCC.   
d. Play Area
Councillor Line reported that the deadline for Leader Fieldfare grant applications is 30th June 2017.  That the Council is unable to achieve this deadline due to the need for committed match funding, and if required, planning permission. Councillor Line proposed that she write to WCC requesting an extension to 30th September 2017. With regard to match funding, and in the absence of additional funding from those sources identified in her report to the Meeting, Councillor Line proposed that the Council consider the possibility of a loan of £35k, the equivalent sum being sought from Leader Funding, from the Public Works Loan Board.  In consideration of the interest over a 9.5 year period, Councillor Line considered it good value compared to the maintenance costs currently experienced.  Identified / potential income streams include: Hampshire Playing Fields Association (HPFA); Small Grants Scheme; Community Funding; Freemans s106 and Boomtown. 

Proposed: Councillor Line; Seconded: Councillor Collett

Resolved: That Councillor Line coordinate and chair a Play Area Working Group including residents that will research the project and present proposals to the Council for agreement; On the Parish Council’s behalf, speak with WCC, to confirm whether possible to use a loan from the Public Works Loan Board as match funding for a Leader Fieldfare grant application; And request an extension to the Leader Fieldfare deadline. 
Proposed: Councillor Frampton; Seconded: Councillor Batt

Resolved: That the Council engage Viv Brooks as Clerk to support the project, in particular, to liaise with the Public Works Loan Board; Boomtown and HPFA. 

Proposed: Councillor Collett; Seconded: Councillor Cheyney

Resolved: That Councillor Line approach the neighbouring parishes of Beauworth, Tichborne and Kilmeston, with regard to the potential setting up of a Sinking Fund for the Play Area, to which each of the 4 parishes may be prepared to contribute annually. 

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

Disabled Access
Report attached to these Minutes

	Action: Play Area Working Party
	By: 

	· To present a report back to the PC at the July 2017 meeting.
· To provide model Terms of Reference / Amend for the purposes of the Play Area Working Group for Council agreement.  
· To approach Viv Brooks in respect to her acting as Clerk to the Play Area Working Group.
· To approach the parishes of Beauworth, Tichborne and Kilmeston, with regard to the potential setting up of a Sinking Fund for the Play Area. 
	Councillor Line 

Locum Clerk / Councillor Line
Councillor Line

Councillor Line


e. Boomtown
Councillor Frampton reported on the Boomtown meeting recently attended.  Councillor Frampton confirmed that additional police and staff will be in place to manage the traffic; and that a Gold Commander will be in place, so that if a serious incident occurs, all traffic can be stopped to ensure no conflict of interest with the incident.  Back-up facilities e.g. refreshments will be put in place in case of such an incident. 
	Action: Boomtown
	By: 

	· To represent the Council at the next and final Boomtown meeting

· To write to Caroline Johnson, Boomtown Grant Coordinator, local_community@boomtownfair.co.uk requesting a grant. 
	Councillor Frampton

Locum Clerk


f. Environmental Services
Councillor Frampton reported from a meeting with Winchester Environmental Services, where the reasons services have been cut was explained.  A document is to be produced that confirms when and how often grass is cut, drains and highways swept etc.  Councillor Frampton reported his suggestion to the meeting that if a farmer is required to remove fly tipping from his land, that he isn’t charged if taking it to a designated site.  He was informed this would be considered. 
g. River/Conservation Group
Councillor Frampton reported that the Council had been successful in obtaining a grant. Clearance work by Cheriton Heath is to begin imminently.  Payment for the kissing gates will be delayed by 6 weeks.  
h. Flooding
Councillor Frampton reported on a discussion with a  retired hydrologist, who suggested plans to alleviate, including: that a grant is applied for; that an Ecological Statement is prepared for the whole river, rather than piecemeal.  
The River/Conservation Group is working on a designated section of the river, removing reed to prevent it clogging the bridges. 

The group is liaising with key agencies: Natural England, the Environment Agency and the Wildlife Trust.  Rare plants and crayfish, which are on the endangered list, have been found, about which the agencies were unaware.  The group must inform Natural England and the Environment Agency every time work is undertaken.  

1.235 Correspondence

None
1.236 Finance Report and Draft Year End Accounts 2016/17

Councillors noted receipt of the Finance Report and Draft End of Year Accounts 2016/17, circulated by Viv Brooks, Locum Clerk.  
The Council Resolved payment of the May salary and expenses, for Grace Austin, previous Clerk, subject the exact amount being finalised.   

The Council Resolved unanimously the 2016/17 accounts to be a true record, subject to the findings of the Internal Auditor.  
	Action: Finance, Governance and EoY Accounts
	By: 

	· To finalise May 2017 monthly salary and expenses for Grace Austin, previous Clerk, and process. 

· To arrange an Internal Audit and proceed with the completion of the Annual Return 2016/17 
	Locum RFO

Locum RFO



1.237 Insurance Renewal

Proposed: Councillor Line; Seconded: Councillor Worth

The Council Resolved, unanimously, to renew its insurance, for a 3-year period, with Inspire, through Came and Co. at a cost of £1,351.14 per annum. 
	Action: Insurance
	By: 

	· To renew the Council’s insurance with Inspire, through Came and Company.  
	Locum Clerk




1.238 Committee Reports 

a. Lengthsman 
None
	Action: Lengthsman
	By: 

	· To forward the e-mail of Sue at Shedfield, who coordinates the work of the Lengthsman, to Councillor Frampton. 
	Locum Clerk


b. Village Hall 
None
c. Recreation Ground

None 
	Action: Recreation Ground
	By: 

	· To consult the Recreation Committee regarding the play area.  
	Councillor Line


1.239 Items to be considered for the July Agenda 
a. The recruitment of a permanent Clerk and RFO. 
1.240 Date of the Next Meeting – 4th July 2017 Cheriton Cricket Pavilion

The meeting closed at 9.50pm.
APPENDIX ONE

CHERITON PARISH PLAN REPORT 06.06.17
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PARISH PLAN DRAFT

Action Plans have been drafted in respect of most sections of the Community Led Parish Plan Questionnaire and are in the process of review.  We still need to consider whether a comments box in the Village Shop is needed for those who do not have access to the Internet or Facebook.

Lorraine Line

06.06.17

REPORT OF MAY 2017 ACTIVITIES FOR CHERITON PARICH COUNCIL

AFFORDABLE HOUSING

Members of Cheriton Parish Council asked to walk the Parish by HARAH and comment on sites identified by HARAH as offering the potential for a development of 10 Affordable Homes on a Rural Exception Site. 

Information distributed to all members of Council on 01 May. Agreed that the sites identified would be referred to the SDNP for comment before responding to HARAH. SDNP link officer with WCC no longer in post. Response from the SDNP is therefore subject to delay.

Proposed that members of the Parish Council submit views on each of the sites suggested by HARAH on a proactive basis instead. LL to submit draft response to Council for consideration at the July Meeting. Subject to amendment and agreement written response will then be forwarded to the SDNP, copy HARAH.

CHILDREN’S PLAY AREA
The removal and replacement of the existing Children’s Play Area on the Recreation Ground is being considered as part of a process of applying for grant funding. There are significant obstacles, notably application deadlines, match funding requirements, resources, and the weight of documentary evidence, research and analysis required to support grant funding. The existing Play Area is no longer fit for purpose however, and Council is asked to support activity to identify the means of achieving the project in the current financial year.

Volunteer members within the Community are working to research and document support for the Play Area, specify the equipment and invite quotations from suppliers listed in a response form WCC.

GRANT FUNDING

LEADER Fieldfare

The Expression of Interest form submitted to LEADER Fieldfare on 28 April requested funding in support of replacement Play Area equipment. The application was subsequently accepted and a full application was invited by 30 June 2017 for an amount up to £35,000.

The criteria against which an application will be appraised appears to be changing however, and the Rural Payments Agency (RPA) are more likely to vote in favour of only those projects that can readily satisfy their criteria. The pressure post Brexit is to spend the funds before they must be handed back to the EU and the deadline date set for applications to complete may reflect the pressure that the RPA is under.

At the latest applicant Workshop on 05 June, the impression was given of added difficulty in public bodies successfully applying for funds. Furthermore, the PC is asked to recognise that in seeking to apply for funds to replace the existing Play Area from LEADER Fieldfare, the terms under which the monies are granted will continue to apply for a full 5 years after the date of the final grant payment and will be subject to audit and inspection for up to 7 years. The terms will include evidence based returns, both electronic and on paper, and visual inspections. 

The PC is asked to consider those commitments, and decide whether it can give its agreement to them. 

Grant Payments

Grant funding is paid in arrears; therefore, the PC needs access to match funding to pay for the project costs until grant payments are received. A maximum of 3 claims are paid per project at designated stages of the project and only after the work is complete and invoices have been paid. The invoices may not differ from the amounts included on the application form. If they do so, funding will be refused.

Match funding may be available from a combination of sources:

· Boomtown

· S106 monies outstanding

· HPFA

· WCC Small Grants Scheme

· Funding Support from Neighbouring Parishes

· Public Works Loan Board

· Community Funding

A PC cannot seek a loan from a commercial lender however, and funding via any one or a combination of sources on the above list will not be available in the time between now and the deadline for completion of the application on 30 June 2017. Proposed as follows.

1. Seek an extension of the current LEADER Fieldfare application deadline to 30.09.17. 

2. Consider an application to the Public Works Loan Board. Interest on a loan is currently payable at 1.13% p.a. over 4.5 years and 1.42 over 9.5 years amounting to circa £37,700 on a loan of £35,000 over the period of the loan. 
3. Provide a means of managing, maintaining and renewing the Play Area equipment, as a condition of applying for monies from the LEADER Fieldfare grant fund, via the use of a Sinking Fund.
Consult with neighbouring parishes who may wish to ‘share’ in the project and invite a maintenance contribution from each payable in twice yearly instalments. Funding to form part of a ‘Sinking Fund’ capable of provisioning new and replacement equipment as the need arises.

S106 monies, Boomtown and other available grant funding to augment the same ‘sinking fund’ where possible, or reduce the amount of a loan.

4. Engage the previous Parish Clerk, Viv Brooks, to apply for additional grant funding on behalf of Council and to secure Match Funding in support of LEADER from the Public Works Loan Board.
5. Consult the Community in a Public Meeting and invite support for the use of funds raised via the Public Works Loan Board to replace what we currently have available to us as part of the existing Play Area if the application to LEADER should either cease or fail.
Disabled Access

The application for funding from LEADER seeks to make available a Play Area for children of all ages (up to age 11) and abilities.

The views of Cllr Frampton, Mr P Greenwood and the Rev. Bowkett have been sought on the provision of a path suited to disabled access between the Car Park and the existing Play Area. Conclusion is that for reasons including the topography of the land (which slopes too steeply on occasions to allow for manually assisted wheelchairs), width restrictions, distance and therefore cost, the funds required to install a path would be significant. Council is therefore asked whether it would support a Play Area in an alternate location, possibly adjacent to the tennis courts and cricket nets.

Such a move to be subject to approval from the Church Commissioners, Planning, the Rec. Committee, and support within the Community. The time to consult and agree upon a course of action is again greater than the application deadline date of 30 June 2017.

Proposed as follows:

· apply to LEADER for an extension of time to complete the grant funding application

· hold a public meeting in the Village Hall and invite the views of the Community - parents, grandparents, school governors and teachers

· meet with the Rec. Committee

· consult with the Church Commissioners and WCC Planning

SECTION 106
The Public Open Space Works to the land at the top of Freemans Yard Lane has not been carried out in accordance with the developer’s original schedule of activity. A revised schedule was requested by Cheriton PC and passed to the Headmaster at the school with a further assurance from the contractor that disruption to the school would be minimised.

Work has now progressed to a point where the geotextile and wire mesh membranes have been covered with topsoil to the requisite BS Standard. Under inspection from WCC the initial load of top soil had to be replaced to exclude small fragments of glass. Subsequent inspections have been carried out and the soil as laid is now satisfactory for the purposes of Public Open Space usage where small children may be at play. 

Planting, landscaping and the installation of a knee-high railing are outstanding and the 12-month period of maintenance included in the S106 has not yet begun.

WCC have written to the developer to request information which would tell them when and how the developer expects to complete all the outstanding requirements of the S106.

WCC have also confirmed that a new S106 agreement to exclude the provision for the transfer of the land to the Parish Council is being prepared.

Is Council aware and is there agreement to that proposal? 

Lorraine Line

06.06.17

APPENDIX TWO
CHERITON PARISH COUNCIL

Draft Balance of Accounts as at 31st March 2017

Expenditure

2015/16







2016/17

1,239.55


Administration



1,775.97


3,090.00


Clerks Salary/Tax


3,593.03

                          

1,382.72


Insurance costs



1,390.51
            

270.00



Audit




280.00

 

3,346.25


Maintenance



2,779.50
            

160.00



Hall Hire



210.00

37.60



VAT Paid



160.00



100.00



Section 137 Grants


548.80



253.33



Parish Plan



310.23

1,950.00


Recreation Ground Rent

1,300.00

3,462.80


War memorial



NIL

£15292.25



Totals



£12,348.04






Income

2015/16







2016/17

10,000.00


Precept




10,500.00



37.60



VAT Refunded



NIL




1,338.20


Grant/Conservation Grants

1,650.00

1,731.00


War Memorial grant


NL

1.72



Interest




2.95

3,250.00


Recreation Ground Rent



£16,358.52



Totals



£12,152.95



Cheriton Parish Council

Draft Balances as at 31st March 2017.

Opening Balance as at 31st March 2016


£7,318.89

Income 2016/17




£12,152.95

Expenditure 2016/17




£12,348.04






Balance: - 
(£7,192.80)
 as at 31st March 2017

Less O/S Cheques

£69.00


£7,123.80 carry forward

Statement Balance 31st March 2016 £7,123.80
 carry forward to 2076/18.

Locum RFO/Clerk …………………………………………………………. 3/06/2017

V A Brooks

Supporting statements.

Section 137 Expenditure, amount spent £548.80 the amount available to spend was £3,944.96 using £7.36 time’s electorate.

Conservation Volunteers (against their grants held in Cheriton PC accounts)
 £448.80



  

Cheriton Village School
£100.00

Assets Held

Play equipment




£32.000. (Refurbished with replacement sections.)

Seat (Village Green) & bench Village Hall 
£1,745.

Notice Boards X 3



£1,090

Mower





£10,000

Permanent Cricket Net & Rugby/Football Posts
£13,500

Pavilion Recreation Ground


£83,514.00

Equipment Shed



£1,500

Gates & fences




£4,600.00 (new school barrier)

War memorial




£37,750

Car park to service Rec Ground


£13,750.00

with height Barrier







Insurance valuation 



£199,449.00

No movements in 2016/7

Lease.
Winchester Diocesan for the Recreation Ground for 35 years at £1300 per annum reviewed in 5 years, signed and 2 payments made in 2016/17

Vivienne A Brooks
Locum Parish Clerk/RFO…………………………………………………………………


